
Vassya Stefanova Bankova (Bulgarian: 
Вася Стефанова Банкова, born 1954, in 
Sofia is a Bulgarian chemist and a president 
of the Bulgarian Phytochemical Society, 
Correspondent Member of the Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences since 2014. Bankova is 
a professor and Chief of the Chemistry of 
Natural Compounds Laboratory, at the 
Institute of Organic Chemistry with Centre of 
Phytochemistry (IOCCP), Bulgarian Academy 
of Sciences. She is also an honorary 
professor on the Faculty of Chemistry and 

Pharmacy, Sofia University. She is known as a propolis expert. 

She graduated from the University of Chemical Technology and 
Metallurgy in 1977. She obtained her PhD at the IOCCP in 1990, and 
obtained her degree of Doktor nauk (DSc.) from the same institute in 
2000.  

In 2005 she was promoted to a Full Professor at the IOCCP. Since 2009, 
the Chief of the IOCCP Chemistry of Natural Compounds Laboratory.  

She is a member of the Editorial Board of Chemistry Central Journal 

  



Peter Petroff (Bulgarian: Петър Петров) 
(October 21, 1919 – February 27, 2003) 
was a Bulgarian American inventor, 
engineer, NASA scientist, and adventurer. 
He was involved in the NASA space 
program. Among his many 
accomplishments, Petroff assisted in 
development of one of the earliest 
computerized pollution monitoring system 
and telemetry devices for early weather and 
communications satellites. Petroff helped 
develop components of one of the world's 
first digital watches and an early wireless 
heart monitor, and many other important 
devices and methods. Petroff founded Care 

Electronics, Inc. which was acquired by Electro-Data, Inc. of Garland, 
Texas in the fall of 1971. 

Petroff Point on Brabant Island in Antarctica is named for Petroff. 

 


